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To  Mr.  GEORGE  MAXWELL. 


>tmB^i)B!!B^»<saa— ^ 


SIR' 


WHEN  I  firft  faw  your  anonymous  trafli,  I  thought^  . 
with  the  generality  of  your  readers,  that  it  was 

altogether  unworthy  any  anfwer. 1  think  fo  ftill,  and 

always  fliall  think  fo;  and,  therefore,  fully  intended  not 
to  honor  it  with  any  other  reply,  than  the   fhort   Note 

that   immediately   followed    its    publication. The 

opinion  of  fome  refpe^able  friends,  to  whofe  judgment 
I  always  willingly  fubmit  my  own,  has  rather  altered  my 

intentions. They   contend,    '^  That,    as  you   have 

*'  written  in  your  own  p  erf  on ,  (though  in  the  true  fpirit 
"  of  blundering,  you  have  affumed  a  falfe  fignature) 
«•  and  have  adopted  the  paltry  affe6lation  of  fiieltering 
<^  yourfelf  behind^a  kind  of  Irijh  fcreen^  that  does  not, 
*«  nor  was  even  intended  to  conceal  you:  it  may  pofTibly 
<«  be  confidered  by  fome  readers  (however  contemptibly 
"  they  muft  think  of  it  in  other  refpefts)  that  it  cannot 
*'  be  called  entirely  anonymous;  and,  therefore,  that 
"  it  ought  to  be  replied  to." 
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TThoiigh  I  am  far  from  being  convinced  by  the  rea- 
foning,  vet  I  readily  yield  to  the  rel'peBable  authority 

of  ti:jis  opinion. The  fenfible  and  fagacious  casimir 

Jias  long  fince  confirmed  me  in  thinking,  that  there  is  a 
dignity  in  filence,  when  thus  illiberally  affailed  by  fuch 
an  adverfary  as  Mr.  Maxwell. 

f*  Eft  et  loquacls   pulchra    Protervia2 
**  Vindifta  rififle,  et  fereno 

*'  Magnanimum  tacuiffe  Vultu, '* Cas* 

But  my  friends  think  differently,  and  I  fabmit. 

1  fliall,  however,  fo  far  follow  my  firft  intentions,  as 
to  decline  addreffing  you  behind  tht  Jkreen  of  glafs  you 

are  pleafed  to  place  before  you. -I  will  not  write  to 

^forged fignature ;  I  leave  that  to  minds  liberal  as  your 
own.-— It  is  Mr.  George  Maxwell  that  has  greatly 
injured  me. — It  is  Mr.  George  Maxwell  that  has 
grofsly  infuhed  me. — It  is  Mr.  George  Maxwell, 
therefore,  to  whom  I  addreffed  myfelf. — It  is  Mr. 
George  Maxwell  from  whom  I  challenged,  and  ex- 
pelled an  anfwer. — And  it  is  to  Mr  Geore  Maxwell 
on  y  I'  t  I  will  r  ply. — Stand  forth,  therefore,  Mr. 
George  Maxwell,  whilft  I  takv-  your  wretched 
ribaldry  paragraph  by  paragraph,  deteft  its  numerous 
falfities,  and  e  p  (e  its  fuphiftry,  in  a  manner  that,  if 
you  are  not  grown  fo  callous  as  to  have  loft  the  very 
power  of  blufhing,  fhall  make  you  completely  afhamed 

of  havin^  wnten  it*. If  *^  all  the  fplendor  of  your 

«*  vafl 

*  Some  few  years  ago,  before  I  knew  Mr.  George  Maxwell ^  ^o 
\veU  as  1  do  now,  I  heard,  i^  a  converfation  refpefting  him, 

the 
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«  vaft  abilities  '*  could  not  enable  you  to  produG* 
fomething  a  little  more  like  an  anfwer — why,  alas!  did 
you  publifh  any  thing  ?  Why  not  fufFer  thofe  great 
abilities  for  once  to  lie  dormant,  rather  than  call  them 
into  aftion  to  fliew  the  weaknefs  of  your  cafe,  in  eighteen 
pages  of  wretched  rubbifli;  unworthy  not  only  of  ^a 
man,  a  fcholar,  and  a  gentleman ;  but  alfo  difgracefui 
even  to  you  as  a  writer  1 

As  I  have  undertaken  the  unpleafant  taflc,  I  will  not 
pafs  by  any  part  of  your  ribaldry.  I  begin  therefore 
with  your  title  page  :  in  the  firft  words  of  which,  yoU 
honor  me  wiih  the  nickname  of  *«  The  Law-Priest.^ 

Your  former  miferable  attempts  at  wit,  when  you 
laboured  to  affix  nicknames  to  gendemeii  much  my 
fuperiors,  were  diftinguifhed    by  a  total   want  of  fenfe 

and  vacuity  of  meaning. Your  prefent  poor  attempt 

at  being  witty,  degenerates  into  abfoulute  and  contra- 

di&ory  nonfenfe. Law-prieji  is  compounded  of  two 

words  incongruous  in  their  meaning,  and  incompatible 
in  their  application ;  they  cannot  affimilate,  and   when 

the  following  fliort  eniretien,  between  three  gentlemen  al 
Spalding  ;  who,  though  1  have  not  their  authority  to  mention 
their  names,  will  not,  1  am  fure,  wifh  to  conceal  them,  or  deny 
the  Dialogue. 

ijl  Gent, — *•  I  would  give  a  crown  to  fee  Maxwell  fmile  !  '* 

^d  Gent, — ''  And  I  would  give  another  to  fee  him  blufh!!  " 

3^  Gent.^-^^  Give  me  the  ten  {hillings,  gentlemen,  and  I  will 
**  repay  you  each  ten  pounds,  if  ever  he  is  known  to  Imilo 
*'  from  good  nature,  or  to  blufh  from  (hame  !!!  " 

compounded 
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compounded,  fo  far  from  conveying  any  meaning,  they 
only  imply  a  jargon,    a  contradiQ;ion   of  terms,    and 

inexplicable  nonfenfe. Before  the  reformation  fuch  a 

term  might  have  been  forced  into  fomething  like  appli- 
cation ;  but  let  me   aflc  you,  how  many  centuries  is  it 

fince  that  was  impoffible  ? 1  beg  your  pardon  !  I  do 

not  wifh  to  puzzle  you.  It  is  probable  you  may  be  juft 
as  accurate  an  hiilorian  as  you  have  fhewn  yourfelf  to  be 
a  found  lawyer! 

The  appellation  of  Law-priejl^  therefore,  if  it  meant 
any  thing,  was  iniended  to  remind  the  public,  that  I 
have  filLd  iwo  fituations  m  hfe,  both  of  them  refpedable, 
and  one  of  tnem  honorable  in  the  higheft  degree.  For 
this  I  again  heartily  thank  you  ;  fince  you  have  blindly 
and  unwittingly  coupled  it  with  this  ftriking  cir* 
cumftance,  that  even  the  malice  of  a  Maxwell  was  not 
able  to  ftate  one  proof  of  my  having  ever  done  any 

thing  to  difcredit  either   of'thofe   fituations. That 

you  bad  every  difpofition  to  do  fo,  if  in  your  power,  is 
evident  from  what  you  have  formerly  falfely  faid  about 
"  pleadings  of  my  own;  "  and  what  you  now  as  falfely  fay 
about  ^' my  Jiealing  a  march  upon  my  parijliioners:''  of 
%hich  more  in  its  place. 

If,  Sir,  I  have  filled  two  delicate  and  trying  fituations 
in  life,  for  nearly  twenty  years  in  each,  without  leaving 
one  blot  for  malice  to  aim  Its  envenomed  fhafts  at:  1 
fay,  with  pride  and  pleafure,  this  is  more  than  7iegative, 

it  is  pojilive  praife. The  good  fenfe  of  mankind  well 

J^nows,  that,  on  fuch  occafions,  the  filence  of  rancour 

and 
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and  malevolence  is  real  panegyric. Moft  juflly  true 

are  the  words  of  the  Poet : — 

« 

"  Honor  and  fhame  from  no  condition  rife, 

**  Aft  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies.'* 

Y0U5  Sir,  if  I  am  not  much  mifinformed,  have  alfo 
been  in  many  fituations  in  life:  whether  with  un- 
impeachable, unbroken,  unblameable  credit,  is  not  for 
me  but  the  public  to  determine. 

I  will  hereafter  notice  the  other  libera!  parts  of  your 
elegant  title  page.  Atprefent,  I  am  impatient  to  pay  my 
refpefts  to  the  nonfenfe  and  falfity  that  adorn  every  page 

of  the  context. —The  firft  of  thofe   fa! fi ties  I  findj 

where  I  fhould  naturally  look  for  it,  in  the  firft  pa- 
ragraph, and  almoft  in  the  firft  ant.  You  there  charge 
me  with  having  written  you  an  anonymous  letter;  upon 
■which  you,  and  your  facetious  friend  Blank  Blank, 

Efquire^  have  fo  folemnly  pronounced  judgment, 

I  can  only  fay,  fir,  that  you  know  this  charge  to  be  an 

impudent  and  infamous  calumny. You  know  I  never 

wrote  you  any  fuch  letter. — - — If  I  did,  the  pioof  is  eafy: 
PRODUCE  IT- — print  a  copy  oi  it,  and  leave  the  original 
with  your  printer. — • — If  thus  called  upon,  you  neg^eS 
to  do  fo,  the  impartial  will  determine,  whether  you  dd 
not  fit  down  contentedly  a  felf-convifted,  f elf- con- 
demned,  falfe  calumniator  ? — 

In  this  refpe£l,  you  are  playing  off  upon  me  the  fame 

irick  you  ferved  Mr»  Hartley. When  you  found  that 

all 
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all  your  rancour,  and  fcurrilitv  towards  him,  failed  ta 
efFed  the  vengeful  purpote;  you  pretended  to  have 
received  a  letter  about  him :    let  us  take  your  own 

elegant  words,  for  none  other  can  do  you  juftice — 

««  Hvjh! — I  have  a  letter  in  my  pockety  that  will  throw  fomt 

««  light   on  this  maxim,'' This  letter   was  to  prove 

lerrible  things  againfl  him;  and  you  went  fo  far  as  to 
alFeft  to  read  the  horrid,  and  fiiocking  contents  of  this 
pretended  letter,  in  private  companies,  till  fome  of  your 
hearers  almoft  began  to  think  there  mult  be  fome  truth 
in  the  matter:  but  when  fairly,  openly,  and  honeftly 
called  upon  to  produce  *^  the  letter  you  had  in  your 
<^  pocket;'*  you  faved  yourfelf  the  trouble  of  doing  fo 
in  that  cafe,  as  you  will  alfo  do  in  this,  for  the  bell 
reafon  in  the  world;  becaufe  no  fuch  letter  was  ever 

written! For  the  further  developement  of  this  kind, 

candid,  honorable  tranfa6lion,  I  muft  refer  to  the  pam* 
phlets  on  the  fubjeS;  and  particularly  to  Mr.  Hartley's 

excellent,  and  admirably  written  letter  to  you. Your 

prefent  gro fs  and  illiberal  charge  againfl:  him  of  forgery; 
iiow  he  is  abfent,  and  cannot  defend  himfelf;  is  as 
cowardly,  and  I  am  informed,  as  falfe,  as  the  refl:  of 
your  cruel  and  malignant  conduEl  towards  him. 

But  what  could  poffibly  induce  you  to  fay,  that 
^*  according  to  my  account  he  is  dead?  "—This  is  a 
wanton,  unneceifary,  gratis  falfity:  I  never  faid,  or 
'wrote  any  fuch  thing,  for  fuch  an  idea  never  came  into 

rny  imagination. 1  never  knew  him,  nor  do  I  now 

know  whether  he  be  fliill  in  exifl:ence  or  not :  and  I  might 
probably  never  have  heard  of  his  very  name^  but  from 

your 
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your  cruel  unfeeling  malignancy  towards  him^  and  the  ad- 
mirable manner  in  which  he  refuicd  your  calumnies.— 

If  I  felt  any  part  of  that  rancour  that  afluates  your 
condu6l  towards  me,  I  might  fully  gratify  it  by  reprinting 
your  precious  letters,  and  the  admirable  manner  in 
-which  Mr,  Hartley  has  anfwered  them,  and  fummed 
up  the  long  catalogue  of  your  virtues  and  good  qualities, 

in  his  excellently  v/ritten  letter  to  you.- This  would 

long  fince  have  been  done,  by  fome  of  your  numerous 
friends^  but  that  they  are  well  convinced  it  is  impoffible 
for  any  thing  to  make  Mr.  Maxwell  more   beloved 
in  his  neighbourhood  than  he  is.-— 

I  cannot  help  mentioning  here,  that  a  gentleman, 
whofe  name  I  need  not  repeat  to  you,  upon  my  re- 
quefting   the  perufal  of  your  printed  letters,  of  which 

he  has  a  coUedion,  made  me  this  remarkable  anfwer, 

fc«  You  muft  excufe  me!  I  will  readily  lend  you  all  the 
«^  pamphlets  written  againft  him;  but,  though  I  do  not 
^<i  like  the  man  (and  who  indeed  does  ?)  yet  I  am  not  fo 
*•  much  his  enemy,  as  to  (hew  you  his  own  letters,  and 

**  fo  republifli  his  felf-condemnation. —Me  muft  long 

'*  fince  have  repented  of  writing  them;  and,  now  he  is 
"  rich  and  opulent,  would  undoubtedly  be  glad  to  buy 
<'  them  in  at  any  price." 

That  the  gentleman  was  clearly  miftaken  as  to  your 
fuppofed  repentance  and  remorfe,  is  evident  from  the  " 
manner  in  which  you  ftill  fpeak  of  t\\tk precious  morjds 

of  fcurrility  I You  are  pleafed  to  dignify  them  with 

B  "the 
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the  title  of  "  a  former  paper  war,'' They  deferve  no 

fuch  appellation,  for  they  are  a  mere  malfacre  of  the 
good  chara&ers  of  men,  more  honored  and  diftinguiftied 
by  their  virtues  and  excellencies,  than   even  by  their 

eminent  and  very  refpe^lable   fituations  in  life. But 

you  do  not  ftop  here,  you  are  hardy  and  impudent 
enough  to   fay,  that  you  \vas  only  writing    to   defend 

yourfelf  againft  the  attacks  of  thefe  refpe£table  men. 

I  appeal  to  thofe  who  have  feen  the  letters,  I  appeal  to 
the  correfpondence  itfeif,  to  prove,  that  at  the  beginning, 
and  in  every  ftage  of  it,  you  was  the  fole  and  entire 
aggrelTor:  nothing  illiberal  appears,  but  what  iffuesfrom 
your  pen  of  gall  in  the  firft  inftance,  or  is  unavoidably 
provoked  by  it. 

I  would  gladly  pafs  by  the  curious  manner  in  which 
you  attempt  to  glofs  over  the  diabolical  ufe  you  made 
of  the  reverend  and  refpefted  name  of  an  ancient  and 
venerable    clergyman,    and    worthy    magiftrate,    your 

neighbour. Oh!    Mr.  George    Maxwell!    Mr. 

George  Maxwell  ! Blufli  if  you  can  blufh  : - 

And  if  you  can  pray,  pray  moft  fervently,  that  the 
paragraph  alluded  to,  may  never  more  be  read  by  any 
man  that  knows  you.  You  are  fecure  from  its  ever 
being  quoted;  for  I  think  even  your  virtuous  friend 
Mr.  P — t — k  himfelf,  if  he  were  hving,  could  not  copy 
it  without  blufhing. 

You  exultingly  fay,  '•  That  I  had,  or  pretended  to 
♦*  have,  a  good  opinion  of  you,  long  after  you  had 
*«  ihewn   repeated   inftauGes    of    a    depraved    mind,'* 

•    ••  ^  (fhefe 
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(thefe  are  your  own  'wordo,  Mr.  Maxwell,  and  not 
mine)  in  thefe  vilifying  letters,  I  am    now  reprobating* 

Do  not  flatter  yourfelf  fo  egregioufly.— Let  me 

undeceive  you.  The  opinion  you  fo  eagerly  catch  at, 
applied  to  your  prof ejfion^  and  not  your  principles:  fo  far 
from  thinking  well  of  either  of  them,  <^6^r  I  had  feea 
and  read  the  whole  of  thofe  abominable  letters,  1  caq 
fafely  defy  any  man»  poiltfled  of  a  grain  of  honor  or 
fenfibility,  afrer  reading  them,  to  think  of  you  but 
Vviih  pity  and  conten^pt,  mixed  with  a  juft  portion  of 
honeft  indignation. 

You  fay  that  you  never  before  had  occafion  to  notice 
me  in  writing;  and  you  infinuate,  that  you  never  was  in 
the  habit  of  publifhing  Reports  oa  me  and  my  property. 
The  mofl  eftc6i:ual  way  of  confuting  falfity  is  by  plainly 

ftating  the   oppofite  faBs. Let  us  fee  then  how  this 

matter  ftands. -^ — On  the  12th  December  1793?  you 

produced  a  Report  of  jyoitr  own  writing,  and  read  it  at  a 
public  meeting  at  Spalding:  It  contained  your  eRimate  of 
the  Tythes  of  Fleet,  my  property^  which  had  been  referred 
to  you  to  appreciate:  that  eftimate  as  I  have  before 
flated,  and  am  at  all  times  pr-cparcd  to  prove,  did  not 
amount  to  nearly  one  half  the  value  of  the  property 
referred  to  you  to  appreciate.  You  have  never  ex- 
plained whether  this  capital  blunder  proceeded  from 
miftake  or  d.efign;  and,  in  a  calculator  fo  infallible  as 
Mr.  Maxwell,  I  dare  not  fuppofe  it  could  proceed  from 

miltake. On  the  5th   of   November  1795,   you 

printed  and  publifhed  another  Report,  in  which  (though 
you  had  no  legal  power  to  do  foj  yet   as  far   as  you 

B  2  could, 
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cotildj  you  attempted  entirely  to  deprive  me  of  part  of 
thofe  tythes,  of  which  you  knew  me  to  be  the  undoubted 
owner;  and  to  (hew  that  they  were  the  property  of  others^ 
who  you  was  equally  confcious  cculd  have  no  jufl  or  legal 

claim  to  them. Surely  it  is   enough,  once  in  a  long 

life^  for  any  man  to  do.  or  which  is  exactly  the  fame 
thing,  to  attempt  to  do  to  another,  fach  capital  injuries 

as  thef^. With  you  it  feems,  that  twice  in  lefs  than 

two  years  was  not  fuiiicient,  for  you  now  confidently 
fay,  you  never  noticed  me  in  waiting  before,  nor  was 
in  the  habit    of   publiiliing    Reports  on  me  and   my 

property. If,  Sir,  your  habits  lead  you  to  do  fuch 

things  ofirner  than  once  a  year — if  fuch  be  the  nature 
of  thefe  habits  when  they  are  upon  you ;  I  can  only  fay, 
that  I  pity  you,  if  poffible,  more  than  I  defpifeyou. 

Both  the  above  dif^raceful  bufineffes  I  have  twice 
before  dated  in  print;  and  called  upon  you  to  anfwer, 

to  confute,  or  deny  them. -You  have  not  anfwered, 

you  have  not  confuted,  you  have  not  denied,  you  have 
not  attempted  with  your  ufual  art  and  fineife,  even  to- 

explain  away  thefe  ftubborn  fa£ls. The  impartial  wilt 

form  their  own  conclunons. 

I  feel  myfelf  much  more  difpofed  heartily  to  laugh  atj 
than  feriouily  to  anfwer,  the  wretched,  contemptible,  and 
ludicrous  manner  in  which  (you  have  indeed  the  grace  to 
own  ''  with  extreme  reluBance  '*)  you  attempt  to  flubber 
over  a  folemn  declaration,    deliberately  made,    and  as 

deliberately  broken. At  firft  it  is  pretended  that  I 

have  given  a  mutilated  account  of  this  *f  cowpaB  with 

««  the 
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^  the  public^''  as  you  are  pleafsd  to  call  it;  for  you 
forely  wince  at  the  tenor  of  your  own  exprcffion,  and 
cautioufly  avoid  repeatinpr    the    words    "   foleinn  de- 

f«  claraiion.'* Unluck-ly  this  pretended   ^    mutilated 

^*  account  "  is  copied  verbatim  et  literatim  from  your  own 
publication  ;   I  have  quoted  it  f  *  faithfully,  that  I  have 

even    copied    your  grammatical    blunders. Neither 

the  Public  nor  I  had  any  thing  to  do  with  your  motives 
for  making  this  "  folcmn  declaration  :"  there  it  Hands; 
not  as  you  would  now  wifh  m.canly  lo  infmuate,  a 
partial  renunciation  of  any  one  particular  appointment, 
or  fituation;  but  an  abfolute  abjuration  of  *^  every  other 
*'  fituation  on  earth  "  in  favor  of  that  you  then   rended 

at. I  he  words  are  as  general,  yet   as  pofitiv^e  and 

abfolute  as  language  can  furniih. '^  I  here  folemnly 

"  declare^  that  no  ie^nptation  upon  earth  Jhould  ever  induce 

*•  me  to  quit  the  fituation  I  am  in,''- -You  then  pro-^ 

ceed  to  add  your  reafons  for  making  this  folemn 
declaration,  viz.  "  becaufe  that  fituation  is  peculiarly 
"  adapted  to  ray  convenience  .'-—rdy  habits  of  Ife: — tht 
'^  education  of  my  children : — my  family  connexions : — a72d  my 
'^  regard  for  a  few  refpeElable  acquaintance  among f  whom  I 

'*  was  born,'' The  very  nature  of  thefe  reafons  clearly 

apply,  not  to  the  renouncing  a  removal  to  one  particular 
fituation;  they  alike  apply  to  all,  and  are  flriOIy  adapted 
to  your  own  general  rejeBion  of  every  temptation  upon 

earth. If   thefe   reafons    could   operate   fufficiently 

to  make  you  refufe  to  remove  from  your  beloved 
Fletton  Lodge,  to  a  moft  fplendid  appointmient,  and  a 
refidence  in  a  ducal  palace,  tit  ^n\yfeven  viiles  di/lance. — 
A  fortiorij  they  would  have  militated  Hill  more  effeftually 

again  ft 
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agaiiifi  yuui-  ib  loon  afterwards  migrating  to  Spalding^ 
juR  th7ee  times  ih^t  d'\R,a,rict^   to  an  appointment,  and  a 

fiiuation,  infinitely  lefs  tempting. Your  ia  readily 

grafping  at  the  one  fituation,  clearly  fhews  how  ftoically 
and  heroically  y.)U  would  have  rejected  the  other,  fa 
much  more  alluring,  fo  much  more  gratifying  to  your 
prtde,  if  you  could  have  obtained  it* — -r-Ceafe  then, 
Sir,  to  bewilder  the  attention  of  yoar  readers,  and 
divert  them  .from  the  faft,  by  dragging  their  thoughts^^ 
to-  <^  London  " — to  ''  Edinburgh  "— 

*'  To  Thebes,  to  Athens,  and  the  Lord  knows  zvherej'--^ 

Let  them  confine  their  ideas  to  Thorney  and  Spalding. 
To  the  refpeftive  diftances  of  thofe  Places  from  Fletto.n 
Lodge;  and  your  local  reafons  for  not  quitting  that 
darling  fpot;  and  then  let  them  form  their  own  opinions 
about  your  "  fo.lemn  declaration." 


*  About  this  time,  Mr.  M.  beg^n  to  find  that  all  his  elegant 
writing,  all  his  liberal  adions.  and  ali  his  witty  abuje,  would  Dot 
iucceed  in  fiTpplanting  from  a  much  envied  fituation,"  a  gen- 
tleman who  then  did,  fliU  docs,  and  long  may  he  continue  to 
difcharge  the  duties   of  that  dtuaiion,   in    a    manner   that   is   an 

honor  to  himfclf,  an'd  a  credit    to   hum.n    nature. -— « It   is 

however,  a  melancholy  truth,  that  Mr.  M's.  artful  intinuations 
have  in  many  other  cafes  too  well  fucceeded  in  removing  ftorm 
lucrative  employments,  gentlemen  of  undoubted  honor  and 
ability;  and  either  fupplying  the  vacancies  himielf,  or  filling 
them  up  with  fomc  of  his  relations,  partners,  or  faicllites.— • 

A  lift  of  fomc  of  thefe  hard  cafes,  Vvrill  {hartly  be.  given  to 
the  public,  by  a  gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  fafts  ; 
which  will  exhibit  fome  curious  anecdotes  of  Mr,  M's  gtnerofdy 
^nd  gratitude ;  fc  ftrikmg,  as  ftrongly  to  remind  us  of  the  fable 
of  the  half-expiring  fnake,  ftingmg  the  friendly  bolom  that 
warmed,  revived,  aiid  leanifiiated  it.-— ^ 

In 
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In  a  word.  Sir,  after  having  '^  Jokmnly  declared  "  tnat 
«  no  temptation  upon  earth  fhould  ever  induce  you  to  quit 
*«  the  fituation  you  was  in;"  will  you  be  fo  condefcend-- 
ing  as  to  inform  us  what  there  was  of  a  *^  heavenly'^ 
nature  that  tempted  you  to  migrate  to  Spalding;  and, 
hawke-like,    to   pounce   diown    on   the  trembling   and 

frightened  inhabitants  of  South  Holland? 1  can  tajce 

the  liberty  truly  to  inform  you,  that  they  do  not  e\pe& 
any  'heavenly  effefls  from  this  earthly  vifitation:  and  :if 
they  had  any  fuch  hopes,  they  would  gladly  refign  all 
thofe  heavenly  profpefls,  to  get  fairly  rid  of  you,  and 
fend  you  back  again  to  your  dearly  beloved  Fletton 
Lodge. 

I  have  promifed  to  anfwer  your  trafh  paragraph  %f 
paragraph;  and  1  fiill  mean  to  do  fo.  Though  the 
virtues  of  yourheart  as  a  man,  make  the  taflvilnpleafcrnt^ 
and  the  excellencies  of  your  he2id  as  a  writer,  render  it 

tiot  a  little  difficult. At  page  lo   of   this  immortal 

work,  a   paragraph  begins,    and  is   continued   through 

nearly    four    clofely  printed    pages. This    curious 

paragraph,  evidently  with  a  defign  to  perplex  the  plaineft 
pofition,  is  crouded.  with  fuch  a  ienfelefs  unintelligible 
jargon    of    irrelative    nonfenfe,    about    '^  Ouailtity  of 

*'  Land; Money    Payments ^ -Proportions    of 

«'  Land; Grafs  Tythe; — — Wool;-: Dam.e  Dob- 

*^  bin's     Poultry; Stealing     a    March; Grown 

*'  Gendemen; — ^New    Claims; Cuftomary    Fay- 

**  mentsj Prefcriptive  Payments; &c.  &'c.  &c/' 

— ' all  jumbled  together  in  fuch  babelic  confufion, 

a*  to  bid  defiance  to  ail  connexion,  and  leave  but  little 

chance 
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cliance   of   being   underflood,    or    reduced    to    their 

primitive  plainnefs. ^Let  us  however  endeavour  to 

refcue  the  plain  meaning,  from  the  mountain  of  rubbifli 
under  which  you  have  laboured  to  bury  it. 

In  the  year  1793,  when  it  was  in  contemplation  to 
exonerate  the  Parifh  of  Fleet  from  tythes;  equity  and 
juftice  naturally  fuggefied  to  the  Proprietors,  to  give  the 
poor  parfon  fomething  in  return:  and  the  fame  equity 
and  juftice  as  naturally  whifpered  to  them,  that  that 
fomething  ifhould  be  equivalent  to  what  would  be  takerj 
from  him. — —In  making  an  eft i mate  of  this  uncertainty 
to  be  given,  in  exchange  for  the  certainly  to  be  taken 
away;  I  fubm.it  it  to  common  fenfe,  that  it  nmuft  be 
intended  the  eftimator  fliould  take  into  his  idea,  the 
improvements  then  about  to  take  place.  This  is  lo 
obvious    to    common   fenfcj    and    fo   confonant    with 

reafon  and  equity,  that  I  difdain  to  infift  upon  it. 

It  is  of  no  confequence  whether  this  quid  pro  quo  was  to 
confift  of  ^'Shares  of  Land,  y'  or  ^^  Money  Payments:^* 
and  your  labouring  to  perplex  the  plaineft  meaning  by 
fuch   defpicable  nonfenfe,  is  indeed  a  moft  miferable 

Ihift. In  one  word  of  plain  fenfe,  the  ReSor  was  to 

have  an  equivalent.  The  value  of  his  tythes  muft 
therefore  beeftimated;  and  the  fum  expreffed  by  the  old 

fafliioned  mode    of  pounds,  fliillings,  and  pence. r- 

This  you  accordingly  did,  or  attempted  to  do  in  your 

manner.— Your  report  faid  nothing  about  proportions 

^f  land,  ov  mcjicy  payments ;    but  merely  eftimated  the 

value  of  uie  tythe  at  a  fpecific  fum. That  fum  I  tell 

you  again,  was  not  half  equal  to  the  value. If  this 

ftill 
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{^ill'  wanted  proving,  I  could  produde  proof  that  I  hav6 
lately  been  offered  nearly  double  ihe  fum  mentioned  in 
your  eftimate  (though  none  of  the  expe£led  improvements 
have  yet  taken  place,  and  perhaps  never  may)  by  a 
gentleman  who  underftands  this  kind  of  property  as  well 
as  any  man  in  England. 

You  feem  mightily  difpleafed  that   I  did  not  allot 
to  Mr.  Hare  a  moiety  of  the  merit  of  this  curious  cal- 

culaiion. 1  will   give  my  reafons. — Mr.  Hare  was 

indeed  mentioned  with  you  m  the  reference,  but  as  he 
neither  figned  the  report,  nor  came  forward  when  it  was 
read,  to  defend  it  when  obje&ed  \.o\  I  have  no  right  to 

uie  his   name  where  he  has  not  ufed  it  hirafelf. On 

the  contrary,  I  have  reafon  to  think,  if  he  had  taken 
any  part  in  the  calculation,  the  eftimate  would  have  been 
a  very  different  one>"  '  ' ' 

As   to    what  you   fay  now   about  ^^  pleadings — nev) 

*c  claims and  Jlealing  a  march  up07i  my  parijliioners,^* 

It  is  only  neceffary,  in  order  to  prove  your  love  of 

truths  to  remind  you,  that,  as  to  the  pleadings,  the 
falfhood  has  been  repeatedly  proved,  and  once  even  to 

your  teeth,  till  you  appeared  to  be  afiiamed  of  it 

No  new  claims  were  ever  made  by  me. — —And  Jlealm^ 
a  march  upon  my  parijhioners^  in  your  language,  means 
my  pofitively  voting  againft  the  meafure,  that  was  to 
€ffe£l  the  dark  purpofe  you  fo  falfely  and  bafely  hint  at 
in  the  firfl.  inftance  ;  and  foon  after  putting  as  pofitive  a 
veto  upon,  and  effeQually  flopping  it  in  the  fecond.— *- 

Such  is  Mr.  Maxwell's  idea  of  ftealing  a  march ! 

C  Oh! 
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Oh  I  my  friends— can  you  ftill  be  tenacious  of  the 
opinion  that  occafions  ine  the  irkfome  talk  of  anfwering 
fuch  a  man!  can  you  ftill  really  think  that  fuch  a  man 
deferved  a  ferious  anfwer,  or-j  in  faS,  any  anfwer  at 
all?— ^ 

~Mufl  I  defcend  to  the  dull  drudgery  of  noticing  fuch 
trumpery    ftufF,     as    your     cavilhng     quibble    about 

*'  pai'lffiioners  and  proprktorsr Was  it  poffible  for 

any  man  to  conceive  1  could,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  be 
fpeaking  of  parifhioners  who  were  not  proprietors  ? — — — 
Was  it  poflTible  to  fuppofe,  that  any  parifhioner  who  was 
not  a  proprietor  alfo,  would  be  at  the  trouble  and 
expenfe  of  going  more  than  ten  miles  from  home,  to 
attend  a  meeting  in  whichhe  was  not  at  all  intercfted  ?— — - 

Much  idle  and  ridiculous  parade  is  made  about 
^^  Cuftomary  Payments/'  and  «  Prefcriptive  Payments;'' 
all  which  tends  to  prove  nothing  but  your  total  ignorance 

of  the   very  meaning    of  thofe  words. After  you 

have  charged  me  not  only  with  an  anxiety  to  conceal 
thofe  cuftomary  payments,  but  alfo  with  a  private  and 
dark  defigrMo  "  fteal  a  march,"  in  order  to  annihilate 
them  entirely;  what  can  you  fay  for  yourfelf,  or,  what 
will  the  public  fay  of  you  ;  when  I  remind  you,  and 
inform  them,  that,  in  the  ftatement  I  fent  you  of  my 
dues,  thefe  very  ^^  Cuftomary  Payments,**  as  you  are 
pleafed  to  call  them,  are  mentioned,  and  explained  by 

their  proper  name  of  Compofitions  ? Phis  ftatement 

vas  openly  read,  at  the  meeting  of  the  12th  of  De-^ 
cember,  1793,  immediately  before  the  reading  of  your 

lame 
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lafne   and  limping  eftimate:  and  the  Proprietors  fully 

admitted  the  correftnefs  of  my  ftatement. You    fay 

it  was  not  in  your  prefence ;  I  tell  you  flatly  it  was  iri 
your  prefence:  it  was  in  your  hearing.  I  tell  you  more, 
that  you  afterwards   recognized  it  yourfelf,  in  one  of 

your    elegant   harangues   the    fame    day. -Still    you 

pretend  you  do  not  believe  it. — Mean,  defpicablc 
quibbler  !^ — You  well  know  you  never  difbelieved  it. — 
You  well  know  you  do  not  now  entertain  the  fhadow  of 

a  doubt  of  its   being  true.-. Ob!    but   you   deny  it, 

becaufe  it  is  not  in  the  minutes.- — —Nobody  but  an 
ideot  would  ferioufly  expeQ  to  find  it  there.-— — Pray, 
Mr.  George   Maxwellj  are  all,  or  any  of  your  elegant 

harangues  entered  into  thofe  minutes? If  yes,  furely 

they  ought  to   be  printed! If  no,  bow  could   you 

e.xpeft  to  fiiid  there  the  fimple  approboAur   of  the  poor 

proprietors  of  Fleet  ?• If  indeed  they  had  objected  to 

my  ilatement,  it  might  have  been  neceffary  ta  notice  the 

objeQions. But  a  paper  unanimoufly  admitted  to  be 

right,  needed  itot  to  be   noticed  in  thofe  authentic  and 

authoritative    minutes. It   is    really   milerably  mil- 

pending  time,  to  condefcen<^  to  confute  fuch  contemptible 
cavils! 

But  courage,  reader! a  better  profpeQ  opens  to 

11';^^^ — Though  unexpe8:edly5  I  have  aftually  difcovered, 
a  line  and  a  half  of  truth,  amongft  thi:  mafs  of  falfhood. 
-►^ The  poet  fays  very  juftly-—*- 

*'  A  fool  may  fay  a  witty  thing  ly  chance,'* 

C  2  In 
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In  like  manner,  a  writer  of  Mr.  Maxwell's  defcription 
may,  without  intending  it,  ftumble  on  truth  once  in 
eighteen  pages  :  this  is  aQually  the  cafe,  and  though  this 
prodigy  is  dropped  in  a  note  (becaufe  it  fiiouid  iioi 
difgrace  the  context)  he  fliali  have  the  full  credit  of  it.. 

He  there  tells  you,  and  he  tells  you  truly,  that  I 

was  almoft  forty  years  old  when  I  became  a  member  of 
the  univerfity. — - — 


udet  kac  opprohria  nohis^ 


c« 


£t  did  potuijfc  ;  ct  nan  potuijfc  refdli," 


If,  Mr.  Maxwell,  the  univerfity  be,  as  you  are 
pleafed  to  call  it,  a  feminary  for  teaching  grown  gen^ 
tjemen  how  to  behave  themfelves,  it  is  highly  expedient 
you  fliould  immediately  endeavour  to  get  eidmittance,  if 

poffible, 1  recommend  it  for  the  fake  of  your  friends 

as  well  as  your  enemies.    ■  ■  Though  I   underftand  you 

are  nearly  flxty,  let  not  that  difcourage  you! The 

adage  fays  truly,  and  in  this  cafe  mo/l  ir\^\yj  "  better 
&'  LATE   THAr>r   never!!!" 

Your  being  the  arbitrary  diflator  of  every  man  you 
a£l  with  (or  you  v/ill  not  aQ:  at  allj  is  a  faft  fo  notoriousj^ 

that  you  do  not  attempt  to  deny  it  yourfelf You 

fay,  "  Ifhatever  I  may  hereafter  write  upon  thefuhjcB^  will 
*'  be  under  the  fanBion  of  all  the  Co-mmiJJioners.''  This 
plainly  fliews  a  confcioufnefs,  that  you  know  they  are 

afhamed  of  what  you  have  written  now» The  falfity 

with  which  you  wind  up  the  fentence,  refleQs  no  difgracc 
upon  them :  for  a  falfliood  can  difgrace  none  but  the 

retailer 
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retailer,  of  k.—-*— Though  yoic^re  not,  nor  ever  wSJ 
be,  convinced  that  "  abufing  is  not  anfwering;''  they 
fcave  good  fenfe  enough  to  know  (even  if  fuch  things 
were  poflible)  that  pciTecution  is  not  argument,  nor 
profecutions  proofs. 

I  come  now  to  the  m.oft  farfical  of  all  farces,  your 
extraordinary  reafon   for   the  moft  extraordinary  delay 

the  South  Holland  Drainage  has  met  with. But  let 

us,  as   ufua!,    take  your  own  incomparable   words. — 

^'  The  Gcl  for  the  drainage  of  the  lotvlcnds  in  South 
**  HollaTid,  p(-Tj[ed  in  May^  ^793  i  ^'-^^  ^^^  circiiinflance^  of 
**  the  tiTiies^  on  account  of  the  war,  caufed  hefitationt 
^^  whether  it  fioidd  he  carried  into  e^e^j  until  7noney  ani, 
^'  labour  became  more  plentful.  "— - 

.  If  this  be  not  as  witty  as  a  jeft-bookj  it  is  full  as 
entertaining;  for  I  believe  no  man  has  yet  read  this 
curious  paffagc  without  a  hearty  laugh. — — That  all- 
accompliflhed  writer  Mr.  M.  here  tells  his  readers,  that 
the  beginning  of  a  moft  fatally  expenfive  v/ar,  was  the 
time  when  it  w^as  reafonable  to  expe6l  that  money  and 
labour  would  become  cheaper,  and  more  plentiful. 
And  fo  well  fatiiified  was  he  with  this  curious  mode  of 
reafoning,  that  upon  the  ftrcngth  of  it,  he  delayed  a 
public  work  of  great  confequence  in  the  year  1703, 
when  money  and  labour  were  both  plentiful;  and 
poftponed  it  until  money  was  fcarce,  and  labour  dear, 
beyond  all  example  or  precedent!—- — '*  Qh!  tho^  head- of 
<^  the  zuron^heads !  " 


In 
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In  the  fame  paragraph,  v/e  find  your  garbled  account 
of  the  meeting  of  22d  September,  1793;  for  receiving 
the  petitions  of  the   highV:ind   proprietors;  and   of  the 

adjournment  to  the  28th  for  the  fame  purpofe.-- And 

this  account  is  meant  to  anfwer,  or  rather  to  explain 
away  my  charge  againft  you  for  negleft,  in  i.ot  attending 

your  own  appointment  on  the  iaft  of  thofe  days. If. 

that  charge  wanted  any  proving,  it  would  receive  the 
ftronged  confirmation  from  w^hat  you  have  advanced  in 
order  to  confute  it. 

Of  eighteen  pages  of  nonfenfe,  fcurrility,  and  falfhood, 
it  muft  be  confidered   that  this  paragraph   is  the  chef- 

d'xiivre: And  indeed,  in  order  to  keep  out  of  fight 

the  plain  and  fimple  fa6ls  I  ftated,  the  veil  of  deception 
is  thrown  over  them   with   the  adroitnefs   of   an    old 

prafclitioner. The  tilTae   of  falfhood  is  fo  curioufly 

interwoven  with  extraneous  nonfenfe,  that  without 
introducing  the  leaft  panicle  even  of  the  warpings  of 
truth,  the  whole  texture  is  fo  completely  en'ai.'gled,  as 

to  require  much  labour  to  unravel  it. I  hat  however 

Ihall  be  my  tafk;  and  though  laborious,  yet  I  Ihall 
never  think  much  of  my  trouble,  in  correfting  Mr. 
Maxwell's  miftakes,  whether  they  proceed  from  blun* 
dering,  or  any  other  caitje ! 

*'  Omnes  fuere  Lcbores,  quos  tibi  cepi  Uves»" 

I  always  wifh  to  take  your  own  incomparable  words, 
but  in  this  inftance,  they  are  not  only  incomparable,  but 
thej  would  alfo  be  fo  incomprehenfible,  that  I   muft 

endeavour 
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endeavour  faithfully  to  abftraEl  your  meaning. — -^ 
If  I  undcrfiand  it,  and  I  am  mod  defirous  not  to 
miftake  it,  you  mean  to  fay,  that  fome  of  the  petitions 
were  received  on  the  22d; — that  they  were  immediately 
given  back  to  the  petitioners,  to  add  more  names  to 
them;  and  were  to  be  re-received,  with  the  remaining 
petitions,  on  the  28  h,  to  which  day  you  admit  the 
meeting  was  adjourned;  panly  for  that  purpofe,  but 
principally  for  ar.other  purpofe,  of  which   more  in  its 

place. This  I  fay  is  falfe. — I   deny  that  any  of  the 

petitions  were  received  on  the  2 2d. — But,  for  the  fake 
of  argument,  let  us  fuppofe  what  you  fay  to  be  flriftly 
true;  what  does  it  amount  to,  but  to  confirm  all  I  have 

charged  you  with? You  have  not  faid,  you  da7^e  not 

fay,  that  all  the  petitions  were  received  on  that  day: — 
you  fay  the  contrary,  that  only  fome  of  them  were  fo 
received.— — If  only  fome  of  them  were  delivered 
then,  the  bufinefs  was  as  incomplete,  as  if  none  of 
them  had  been  received;  and  'it  was  equally  necefikry  to 
hold  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  28th  to  receive  the 
remainder,  as  it  would  have  been  if  none  had  been 
delivered. — And  confequently  you  are  obnoxious  to  all 
the  cenfure  I  have  imputed  to  you,  for  your  non- 
attendance  on  the  28th,  when  the  bufinefs  mighthave  been 
fo  far  finifhed,  as  to  preclude  the  neceffity  of  applying 
to  parliament  either  to    *«  create  new  powers,"    or  to 

«fi  enlarge  the  old," You  have  not  faid,  you  dare 

not  venture  to  fay,  that  the  petitions  were  not  all  ready 
for  delivering  on  the  2 2d. — You  well  know  the' contrary, 
you  well- knew  at  the  time,  that  the  petitioners  were  all  in 
waiting,  to  deliver  them  v;hen  called  for.— -^ — 

Let 
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Let  us  v/aRe  a  word  or  two  of  plain  rcafoning  on  a 
fubjeS:  that  does  not  deferve  it. — If,  on  the  2 2d,  iht 
petitions  were. not  in  a  complete  ftate  of  preparation, 
ready    for    dehvering,    they  ought   not   to  have   been 

received  at   all ^^And  if,  as   you   pretend  fome  of 

them  were  received;  andasvcu  pompou fly  ftate,  were 
*s  ftamped,  recorded,  authenticated,  &c.'*  they  theri 
became  part  of  your  record.^;  they  became  official 
depofits  in  your  hands,  Which  you  ought  not  to  ha:ve 
parted  with  again  for  a  moment,  on  any  pretence 
whatever. — - — So  that,  in  order  to  excufe  a  mere 
RegleQ,  which  from  their  frequency  one  wourid  imagine 
you  would  confider  as  an  o{f^t&  x>My  venial,  you 
curioufly  charge  yourfelf  v/ith  a  pofitive  breach  of  a 
ferious  trull — — I,  however,  readily  acquit  you  of  this 

charge. The   faS  is,    that  no  petitions  were   thijs 

regularly  delivered— thus  pompoujly  ftamped: — or  thus 
rrregidai'ly  given  back  again,  as  you  have  infinuated  on 

the   22 d. On  the  contrary,    though   that  was  the 

day  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  and  you  knew  the 
petitioners  were  in  waiting,  yet  they  were  not  admitted 
even  to  the  honor  of  an  audience:  but  a  meffage  was 
fent  out  to  them,  that  the  meeting  for  receiving  the, 
petitions  was  adjourned  to  the  2  8th,  in  order  to  give 
time  for  getting  more  fignatures  to  them.— — I  was  one, 
amongft  feveral,  who  received  this  meiTage;  and,  how- 
ever unpalatable  the  difappomtmentj  was  obliged  to 
appear  fatisfied. — — 

This,  1  fay,  was  the  cafe  with  many, 1  then  un* 

derftood,  and  I  have  not  now  the  flighted  doubt  that  it    ^ 

was 
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was  the"  cafe  with  til  thcpetitioner$.'~-*We  dcparttd 
then,  and  attended  again  on  the  28th,  when  your  non- 
attendance  again  difappointed  us  for  ever,   as  I  have 

formerly  flated, -I  therefore  again  demand  why  did 

you  not  attend  your  duty  on  the  28th,  the  day  of  your 
Own  appointment  arid  adjournment?— —We  ihall 
prefently  Hate  your  rcafon  from  your  own  pen;  and  I 
will  then  notice  it  as  it  deferves;  at  prefent,  ather  matter 
.demands  my  attention. 

You  confidently  fay,  that  ^'  ly  the  ttitendanct  of  iw& 
**  Commijioners,  dt  a  meeting  for  the  purjbofe  on  %2d  Sep* 
^  tember^  ^  793>  ^^^  befieft  of  petitioning  was  open  to  the 
^  parties ;  dnd  that  alt  the  petitions  that  ever  came  before 
*^  the  CommiJJioners,  ^were  delivered  on  that  day, "  ..If 
this  were  true,  it  was  becaufe  you  did  not  attend  to 
receive  the  remainder,  as  you  ought  to  have  done  on 

the  2iih,' But  I  fay  it  is  falfe.*-^— The  Fleet  petitions, 

for  inftance,  and  (if  I  may  credit  the  evidence  of  my 
eyes  and  ears)  feveral  others,  you  pofitively  refufed  to 
take  on  that  day,  and  referred  the  receiving  them  to  the 
^Sih,  and  then  you  did  not  attend!  The  pleet  petitions, 
therefore^  to  go  no  further,  certainly  were  not  delivered 
on  the  2 2d. — — And  yet  you  cannot  pretend  to  fay  they 
never  came  before  the  Commiffioners;  becaufe,  at  the 
jcnd  of  the  paragraph,  you  exprefsly  recognise  them,  in 
at  manner  that  will  prefently  call  for  a  little  animadverfion. 
■  By  what  new  ihifr,  by  what  miferable  fliuffle^ 
will  you  do  away  this  plain  detefled  falibood  ?-^— -» 

In  order  to  prove  what,  being  falfe^  nothing  can 

D  provei 
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prove ;  \vc  are  again  pompoufly  referred  to  thofe  mighty 
minutes^  and  to  a  vague  recital,  in  a  clumfy  claufe  of 
the  Fleet  Inclofare  A8:. — r— The  claufe  fays  nothing  of 

the  petitions  being  received  on  the  22d; And  as  to  any 

^hing  that  may  be  folded  into  the  .minutes,  to  anfwer  a 
purpofe  ex  pdft-faBo ;  v;hen  it  coniradi6ls  the  evidence  of 
my  own  fenfes,  I  hold  it  as  cheap  as  I  do  Mr.  Maxwell*s 
\Vord,  or  as  it  has  been  feen  he  himfelf  does   his    own 

fblemn    eclaration. But,  allowing  thefeevidences,all 

thecreii  you  claim  for  thern^  what  do  they  prove?  that 
onty^'a  farto^  the  petitions  v/ere  ever  received  at  all; 
whereasy  the  whole  of  them  might  have  been,  ought  to 
have  been,  and  would  have  been  received,  if  you  had 
attended  your  duty,  and  your  own  appointment  for  that 
purpofe,  oh  the  2  8lh. — — 

•   But  we  are  now  told  with  a  degree  of  bronze  that  has 
hardly  any  example,  that  the  adjournment  to  the  2  8ih  had 

Httle  to  do  with  the  petitions; but  was  principally  for. 

the  purpofe  of  taking  Mr.  Hare's  opinion  and  advice, 
about  proceeding  further  with  the  execution  of  the  Aft, 
about  which  you  had  before  faid  there  was  hefitation* 

— To  pafs  over  the  abfurdity  of  your  taking  any  man's 

opinion  or  advice,  who  it  is  v;ell  known  always  follow 
your: own — to  pafs  over  the  abfurdity  of  taking  any 
opinion  whatever,  whether  you  was  to  do  your  duty  or 
not — though  I  have  the  higheft  refpe6l  for  Mr^  Hare's 
opinion  and  advice;  and  heartily  wifh  that  he  inftead  of 

you  was  the  diftator  in  thefe  bufmefles Yet  furely 

Mr.  Hare's  opinion  might  have  been  known  without  hold- 
ing a  meeting  on  purpofe.— Surely  it  was  unneceffary 

;vv  to 
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to  fabje6l  the  country  to  ten  pounds  expenfe,  for 
what  could  have  been  full  as  well  done  by  a  common 

poft  letter! This  curious  pretence  brings  ftronp-ly  to 

my  memory,  a  well  authenticated  iiory,  of  a  church- 
warden in  a  neighbouring  village,  who  called  a  meeting 
of  the  iniiabirants,  and  ciQually  fpent  ten  pounds  in  eatin^'= 
and  drinking,  th^t  he  might  have  an  opponunity  .of 
tak'ng  their  advice;  wherher  it  were  befl  to  fc lice  the 
old  bell  rope,  or  to  buy  a  new  one ! !— — -» 

'  You  appeal  to  your  extraordfnar}'  nonentity  of  a  frieRf? , 
Blank  Blank,  Efqaire^  that,  on  this  occafion,  yea. 
did  not  wifh  to  burthen  the  .truft  with  a  needlefs  expenfe.' 

If  this  be  any  thing  but  boafang;  why,  when  you 

knew  that  Mr.  Hare  could  not,  and  that  vou  roouM  not 
attend;  vvhy,  I   fay,  did  you   not  prevent:  the  meeting. 

entirely  ? Why     fuller    Mr.    Walker,      and      Mr/ 

Saunderfon,  with  his  clerk,  to  attend  upon  what  your 

non-attendance  mull  render  a  fleevelefs  errand  ? They 

really  did  attend,  and  therefore  furely  ought  to  be  paid, 

though  for  doiuT   nothing. But  it    feems   you   v;as 

determined  to  add  one  more,  to  the  number  of  thofc 
curious  things  formerly  dcfcribed,  viz.  '^  A  meeting  to. 
*^  adjourn,  and  an  adjournment  ta  meet, "- — —    • 

I  come  now.  to  the  illiberal,  and  falfe  manner  in  which 
you  ftate  what  you  call  my  opinion  accompanying  the 

Fleet  petitions. It  has  ever  been  held  a  maxim  moft 

indifputable,  that  the  man  who,  pretending  to  quote  the 
words  of  another,  wilfully  miftatcs  them  to  turn  their  mean- 
ing againft  the  writer;  or  mutilates  them fo as  to  torture. 

D  2  tbciTi 
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ttiemto  ^' meaning^  never  meant  i'  is  a  traducer  of  the 

bafeft,  blacked  die. How   far  this  rule  applies  to 

you  let  us  now  enquire. At  the  end  of  the  paragraph, 

page  S,  you  have  dared  to  print  in  capitals,  as  a  marked 
quotatition  from  fomething  you  pretend  I  had  written, 
the  following  extraordinary  fentence:—"  7)^^^  the  Fleet 
«  Petition  ought  to  he  confidered  as  ftgned  byth.  majority  in 
«  value  required^  becaufe  he  had  figned  it  di  owner  of  the 
*«  Tythes,  " — —Can  your  vanity  be  fo  extravagant.  Sir, 
as  to  fufFer  you  to  imagine,  that  your  credit  is  fo  high 
^ith  the  public,  or  mine  fo  low,  that  you  could  fucceed 
in  making  it  believe,  that  I  was  capable  of  writing  fuch 
Contemptible  nonfenfe?— — Or  of  giving  an  opinion, 
that  upon  comparilbn,  would  hardly  difgrace  one  of  your 
own?"""'  I  call  upon  you,  and  demand  of  you;  if  you 
have  the  leaft  idea  of  what  opennefs,  and  ingenuoufiiefs 
means,-  to  do  me  the  juflice  of  printing  the  m^ho  le  of 
what  I  wrote.— —Though  very  fnort,  yet  to  anfwer  a 
purpofe,  you  have  thought  proper  (till  further  to  fhorten 

it  into  nonfenfe!- Publifh  the  whole  of  it;  and, it 

wi'l  ferveat  once  to  expofe  the  bafenefs  of  yourconduQ; 
and  to  fhew  the  opinion  I  really  did  give:  that  opinion 
1  am  ready  to  maintain  againft  much  abler  lawyers  than 
Mr.  M.  .It  does  not  follow  that  it  is  not  lav,  becaufe 
you  do  not  underftand  it.— — 

I  may  here  fairly  afk  the  reader,  if  fuch  paltry 
prevarications;  fuch  trumpery  trafh;  fuch  contemptible 
cavils;  fuch  fhuffling  fliifts,  as  I  have  employed  thefe 
pages  in  expofing,  ever  before  fell  from  the  pen  of  ^ 
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man  who  calls  bimfelf  a  gentieman ;  aiad  ^vbo  entertains 
tlie  infufFcrable  vauiiy  of  thinking  himfelf  a  fine  •writer? 
Though  he  is  conftantl y  taking  abundant  pains  effeflually 
to  fhevv  the  contrary:  if  a  little  acquaintance  w^ith  gram- 
mar, and  Tome  knowledge  of  commonly  good  Englifh, 

be  necelTaryto  conftitutc  a  fine  writen —I  know,  Mr* 

George  Maxwelly  that  you  alfo  think  yourjielf  a  gr-eat 
lawyer;  and  I  am  informed  that  you  anxioufly  figh  to, 
add  the  law  as  a  profeflion  to  the   multiplicity  of  your 

other  avocations : Certain  it  is,  you  have  contrived. 

to  wriggle  yourfelf  into  fome  of  its  beft  profeifonal 
emolume-iits,  to  the   heavy   deprivation  of   its  regular 

profefTors. Cannot  you  he  Catisfied  with  its  profcffional 

profits,  wiihouc  languiihing  alfo  fur  its  profeilionai 
honors? 

In  this  refpe6l  you  are  ftimulated  by  two  errors,  which 
it  is  natural  for  fuch  gentry  as  you  to  imbibe  ;  you  firll 
fniftake  a  fond  anxiety  for  genius  and  ability  ;  and  then 
fuppofe  that  a  propenfity  to  quirks  and  quibbles,  have 

quite  qualified  you  for  the  fcience! -Alas!  Sir,    let 

me  once  more  fet  you  right. To  make  even  ^  hai 

lawyer,  much  more  is  neceflary,  bcfides  the  arts,  the 
quirps,    the  quibbles,  the  cavils,  the  fineffe,  and   the 

tricks  you  feem  to  value  yourfelf  upon. With  t!ic 

compofition  of  a  good  lawyer  they  are  totally  incompatible, 
*        I  know  many  gentlemen  in  that  profeffion  of  wordi, 

honor,  ability,  and  integrity.- But  I  do  not  kno\^ 

One  of  that  defcription,  who  does  not  deteft  a  pun,  a 
quibble^  a  fhuffle,  and  a  cavil,  'as  much  as  you  delight 

in 
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in  them.- Quit  therefore  a  vain  purfuit;  and  think  no 

more  of  a  fcience  for  which  indeed  you  are  not  qualified. 

<'  E^  quovis  li^neQj  non  Jit  Mercurius.  '* 

At  page  10,  fpeaking  of  me  and  the  Fleet  Tnclofure, 

you   fay;- «   Had  he  been  able  to   mould  me  to  his 

*^  purpofe,  we  might  (notwithftanding  the  many  crimes. 
*«  I  had  previouOy  committed,  according  to  his  account)^ 

«^  have  continued  on  fuch  tenns,  &c.  *' ~Oh!  thou 

febricator  of  falfe  infinuations, 

*'  Throzt;   ojf  this  d^rk,  Hfnl/iguous^  Jhujling  phraje  ^, 
'  **  And  let  your  Oracle  be  undcrjiood,  " 

be  for  once  open,  and  honefl :  fay  to  what  purpofi 
did  I  want  to  mould  you ;  or  by  what  means  did  I  attempt 
to  afFeQ  my  purpofe. — —I  invite  the  explanation  ^  I 
cannot  fear  it» 

— — y , — <f   let  the  gall' d  horfe  go  wince, 


*'  Qur  Withers  are  unwrung.  ". ; ■ 

If  you  had  regarded  your  own  folemn  promife,  which  I 
heard  from  your  own  mouth,  when  you  was  appointed 
a  Commiifioner,  *^  That  you  would  allot  the  common  in  the 
**  brJJ:  man7ier  you  could,  and  witli  all  pojjible  expedition**^ 
If  you  had  paid  a  proper  regard  to  the  refpeBful 
requifttion  of  a  very  large  majority  of  the  commoners 
and  proprietors,  in  the  early  part  of  the  bufinefs;  a  copy 
©f  which  1  have  inferted  in  the  margin*  :    If,   in  other 

worda, 

*  COPY. 

<*  To  George  Maxwell,  Edward  Hare,  and  John  Walker, 
**  Gentlemen,  CommifTioners  appointed  in  and  by  an  AQ:  of 
%  Parliament  iately  palled,  for  dividing,  allotijig,  and  incloring 
**  "  aertaia 
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words,  you  had  done  what  was  plainly,  and  indifputabl)^. 

your  duty;  no  fault  would  have  been  found  with  your 

conduQ. This  is  the  only  purpofe  which  either  the 

Proprietors  or  I  ever  wifhed  to  moiddyon  to.- But  to 

a  man  predetermined  not  to  do  his  duty,  this  was  certainly 

provocation  enough  to  excite  his  anger.- If  your 

dark  infinuation  mean  any  thing  elfe,  put  with  it!  fpeak 
plainly  ! — — - 

Upon  this  fubjefl,  as  alfo  concerning  a  certain  moft 

illiberal  paper,  to  which  the  fignatures  of  a  few  refpeftable 

men    were    obtained,  in    a    manner    mofl   fhamefully 

difgraceful,  I  would  gladly  add  a  few  words;  but  I  mull 

refrain,  as  I    will   not  anticipate  the    contents   of  the 

intended   hiftory  of  thefe  bufineffes,  in  which  nothing 

{hall  be  omitted:-- There    everything    fhall  be  ex* 

plained;  and  all  your  condutl  and  mifcondufl,  carefully 

traced  *'  Ab  ovo,  nfque  ad  mala,  " 

•*  certain  Comir.ons,  Droves,  and  Wafle  Lands,  in  the  Parifh 
*«  of  Fleet,  in   the    County  of  Lincoln, 

«'  WE  whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed,  being  owners  oF 
"  Common  Rights  in  the  hid  P;irifh  of  Fleet :  do  hereby  makd 
"  our  earneft,  and  refpeftful  Requifition  to  the  faid  Com- 
**  miffioners,  that  they  will  proceed  immediately  to  carry  the 
"  faid  Aft  into  full  Execution,  by  fetting  out  and  allotting  the 
**  faid  Commons,  Droves,  and  Walle  Lands  purfuant  to  the 
«'  Direftionsof  the  faid  Aft. 

Dated  Fleet  the  t^ih  Day  of  Odober^  1794«  '*    - 

N.  B.  The  above  earneft  and  refpeftful  requifition  was 
figned  by  the  lords  of  three  manors,  out  of  four;  the  reftor, 
patron,  and  impropriator,  of  all  the  tythes;  and  by  a  large 
majority  of    the  common  right    owners:    and   copies   of  it,   lo 

figned,  were  delivered  to  all  the  commifiioners. Yet  all  this 

(thanks    to   Mr,  M's  perf«vering  obflinacy)  has   produced-- • 

Your 
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ifour  "  literd  ftate, ''  as  you  call  it,  of  your  polite 

totlverfation  at  Spalding,  requires  but  little  notice. ► 

All  the  extenuations,  the  glodes,  and  the  additions,  are 
titerally  falfe. -But  as  it  does  not  contradi6l  any  thing 

1  ftate'd,  I  let  it  pafs  without  farther  comment. -Mr. 

Hare  had  occadon  to  fav  a  very  few  wOrds  that  dav;  but 
it  Was  in  fo  mild,  fo  handCome,  and  gentlemanlike  a 
manner,  that  it  would  have  required  a  min'd'  as  illiberal 
as  your  own,  to  have  been  difpleafed  with  hirn. 

It  \s^  a  {landing  rule  with  fuch  befpatterers  as  Mr. 

^laxwell -«c  throw  but  dirt  enough)  and  fome  of  it 

«c  will    flick. " Under  the  fanQion  of  this  maxim, 

you  venture  to  charge  me  with  being  a  general  defamer. 

^ Here,  how^ever,  your  dirty  rule  will  deceive  yoii. 

The  charge  comes  without  one  fingle  proof  to  fupport  it; 

ahd  I  defy  you  or  any  other  man  to  produce  one. -- 

The  fiiaft  that  has  only  your  fimple  allegation  to  fliarpen 
lisvenoi^icd  point,  muft  fall  blunted  to  the  ground. * 

2  feel  no  apprehenfions,  that  a  charaBer,  which  I  truft 
iseflablifhed  amongflmy  neighbours,  by  a  refidence  in 
this  vicinity  from  my  birth,  more  than  fifty  years,  is  \n 
any  danger,  from  the  mere  Ipft  dixit  -of  a  man^  whom 
lefs  than  two  years  refidence  amongft  us  has  made  fc 

%ERy    POPULAR.! 

1  am  now  to  anfwer  another  terrible  charge  of  meddling 
'with  your  private  concerns. You  feel  yourfelf  un- 
popular amongft  a  "  numerous  tenantry  ;''  and  you  wifii 
to'  infinuate  that  I  have  made  you  fo.— — Poor  man  ! — 
You  will  obtain  mil  as  much  credit  for  the  fn-eUndcdcdLuIe^ 
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^s  you  xyill  get  pity  for  the  certain  effefl :: If  you  are 

unpopular  amoiigft  the  Tenants,  it  is  your  own  condu6l 
that  has  made  you  fo,  and  not  any  thing  that  has  been 

faid.  about  it. Was  Mr.    Philip    Afliley   unpopular 

amongft  them? Could  any  thing  have  made  him  fo, 

but  an  alteration  in  his  excellent  conduft? If  you 

are  not  popular,  nothing  will  make  you  fo  but  changing 

your  behaviour.- A    popular    tyrant!    would, 

indeed,  be  a  b  l  ack  swan. ^'  Rara  avis  in  ierris"-'-^ 

But  it  feems  to  be  your  opinion  that  a  man  muft  not 
interfere  in  any  thing  that  does  not  concern  his  own 

property. This  maxim  is  indeed  worthy  fo  great  a 

lawyer,  and  fo  able  a  cafuift. — —Let  us  fee   what  it 
tends  to  prove,  by  a  cafe  in  point,  as  you  lawyers  term 

it. «  A  (lands  by,  and  fees  B  opprefs,  injure,  rob, 

<«  or  plunder  C. — But  as  B  does  not  meddle  with  the 
«  purfe  or  pocket  of  A,  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 

'*  matter!  " Oh  mofl  excellent  arguer! Mod 

upright   judge! Thou   fecohd    Daniel! — '«  Eris 

•s  mi  hi  magnus  Apollo  !  '■ 

If  this  be  really  your  opinion,  and  if  not  very  lately 
taken  up,  why  did  it  not  prevent  your  interfering  in  my 
private  concerns,  fo  far  as  to  labour  to  transfer  part  of 
myeftate,  to  be  the  property  of  ftrangers,  with  which 
you  had  no  bulinefs,  and  in  which  you  could  have  no 
intereft,  but  the  gratifying  a  malice  as  much  without 
jsxcufc,  as  it  was  without  provocation?  This  was  the 
firft  o{?en  proof  of  your  rancour  againft  me;  which  of 

E  -        us. 
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us,  therefore,  is  bcft  warranted  in  complaining  of  cuf 
private  concerns  being  attacked  ? — — • 

But,  Sir,  in  your  capacity  as  fcrvant,  ftev/ard,  or,  as 
you  are  pleafed  pompoufly  to  ftile  yourfelf,  agent  to 
the  landlord  of  fuch  a  "  numerous  tenantry,"  I  am  far 
from  considering  you  as  a  private  man,  or  your  conduct 

or  mifcondu6l  as  a  private  matter. If  the  effe6ls  were 

even  confined  ftrlflly  to  thofe  tenants,  yet  the  number 
of  them  fo  oftentaiiouriy  glanced  at,  eflPeftually  militates 

againft  the  idea.- But  the  evil  does  not  flop  there; 

other  land  owners  may^  and  fome  I  underftand  have, 
under  the  fame  advice  and  afliflanee  adopted  the  fame 
oppreffive  and  ruinous  plan :  and  it  is  impoflible  to  fay 
how   far    its    wide-fpreading,    defolating  effe£l^   may 
extend.— 

By  way  of  apology  for  your  conduQ,  you  fay^  <'  It 

•^  was  owing  to  my  advice^  that  the  rents  i7i  quejlion  were 
<*  not  raifedi  as  they  now  are^  Jo  long  ago  as  the  year  x  790," 

Thefe  words  may  be  read  by  many,  they  will  be 

credited  by  none, If  they  wercj  what  would  they 

prove?  That  in  the  year  1790,  when  times  beixig  goodj 
lands  might  have  borne  fome  raifing;  you  prevented  it 
then,  and  wifely,  cunningly,  and  humanely  caufed  it  to 
be  deferred  to  the  year  1797;  an  epoch  of  fuch  un- 
precedented depreffion,    as  to    render  railing    almoft 

fynonymous  with   ruin.— — r Admirable   reafoaer! ^ 

Happy  apologift ! — ^ 


Let 


i    Z5    ) 

Let  us  return  once  more  to  your  beautiful  and 
^TdmWiaiUal  language. — — «'  Whether  the  EJlatt  alluded 
"  io^  is  above  the  pi'tfent  timesj  and  the  general  run  of 
«  other  people' s  lands  in  thefaineparijhes;  let  thofe  determine 
«  who  are  mojlers  of  thefabjeEl''  ■  -r-Sir,  they  have  long 
fince  Fully  determined  that  queftion^  very  differently  to 

your  idea  of  it.-^ The  words  with  which  you  wind 

up  the  paragraph,  about  me  and  the  parifh  of  Fleet,  are 
too  curious  not  to  be  quoted.—- — '^  Indeed  he  has  given 
*^  it  under  his  own  hdnd^  that  he  would  not  hi  fatisfed^^ 
'*  unlefs  the  parifh  was  valued  at  nearly  double  the  rent  that 

*^  this  efate  is  now  let  at" This  is  aboiher  of  thofe 

unneceflary,  wanton  gratis  falfities,  with  which  this 
conftellation  of  untruths  is  fo  richly  ornamented,  as  it  is 
totally  unfounded,  and  has  no  conneSion  with  any 
thing  I  ever  wrote,  rpol<e,  or  thought.— -^ When  I 
call  it  a  "  wanton  falfity,''  I  might  be  juftified  in  giving 
it  a  ftill  harfher  and  more  appropriate  title.— —Biit 
I  will  not  throV/  water  upon  a  drowned  rat, 

I  cannot  part  from  this  fubjeft  without  lamenting,  and 
I  am  fure  every  good  man  will  join  me  in  doing  fo,  that 
fome  of  the  odium  of  this  bufiners,  may  probably 
attach  to  a  man/  poffeffed  of  one  of  the  bed  of  human 
hearts.  I  mean  your  mild,  generous,  humane,  and 
noble-minded  mafter.-.-^ — I  had  the  honor  of  knowing 
him  long  before  he  knew  you;  and  from  the  knowledge 
of  his  excellent  heart,  I  run  no  hazard  in  faying,  thait, 
if  he  did  not  now  labour  under  the  unhappieft  of  all 
deprivations,  his  humane  and  generous  foul  would  fpurn 
at  the  idea  of  a  ncedlefs  augmentation,  to  one  of  the 

E  2  moft 
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moft  fplendid  incomes  in  Europe;  efpecially  as  that 
augmentation  is  to  be  wrung  from  the  hard-earned 
pittance  of  the  once  happy  tenantry  that  then  adored 
him.— -^ — The  recolleQion  of  what  I  once  knew  him, 
brings  with  it  a  trqly  melancholy  pleafure:  and  1  can 
fcarcely  refrain  from  applying,  with  httle  alteration,  the 
words  of  our  accomplifhed  poet. 


**  Seen  him  I  have,  but  in  bis. happier  hour 

*'  Of   focial  joy,    without  a  wifh   for  power  : 

''  Seen  him  uncumber'd  with  the  venal  tribe, 

**  Smile  without  art^  and  win  without  abribet''- 


Theri?  is  another  occafion  on  which  you  moil  mL 
ferably  mifreprefented  this  amiable  man;  I  mean  the  late 
expeded  oppofition  for  this  county,  and  I  allude  to  the 
arbitrary  and  tyrannic  manner,  in  which  his  tenants  were 
commanded  to  vote;  and  even  to  narrow  (that  is  in  faEl 
to  furrender  part  of)  their  rights  as  Britifh  freeholders. 

> This  defpotic  mandate  was  much  better  adapted  to 

vaffals  under  the  vile  feudal  fyftem,  than  to  the  free 
tenants  of  a  generous  and  noble-minded  Englifli 
landlord;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  could  not  be  coun- 
tenanced or  fanftioned  by  his  direSions. 1  once  had 

the  honor,  and  I  may  fay  the  pleafure  (for  a  pleafure  he 
really  made  itj  of  canvafling  with  him,  a  rich  and 
populous  part  of  a  county,  for  which  he  was  himfelf 
a  candidate,  and  from  which  he  had  before  met  with 
very  unkind  and  ungrateful  conduft:  but,  though 
feeling,  as  every  ingenuous  mind  muft,  the  fliarp  fling 
of  unmerited  and  ungrateful  treatment,  even  that  did 

not 


(     37     ) 

not  betray  him  into  bafty  or  unpleafant  returns.     All 

was  mild,  manly,  open,  generous,  and  liberal. In 

cafes  where  you  would  have  thought  him  entitled  to 
command,  he  condefcended  to  folicit,  and  diat  in  a 
polite  and  handfome  manner.  And  he  rather  chofe  to 
lofe  his  cleftion,  than  to  do  or  permit  any  thing  illil^^eral 
and  improper* 

What  he  would  not  do,  or  fuffer  to  be  done,  in  his 
own  cafe,  it  is  reafonable  to  conclude,,  he  would  not 
approve  of  in  that  of  any  other  candidate,  however 
refpeftable:  and  I  have  the  fulled  convi£iion,  that  he 
would  have  felt  himfelf  extremely  indignant,  if  he  had 
known  at  the  time,  that  his  name  or  influence  was  ufed 
in  a  manner  fo  illegal,  illiberal,  and  unconftitutional. 

1  cannot  here  mean  the  flightefl  difrefpeft  to  the 

worthy  candidate  alluded  to,  fince  it  is   well   known  I 

intended  voting  for  him  myfelf. And  I  am  proud  of 

having,  on  this  occafion,  an  opportunity  of  telling  you, 
Mr.  George  Maxwell,  that  many  of  the  freeholders, 
:?imong{l  thofe  parifliioners  whom  you  have  painted  me 
as  wifhing  to  "  (leal  a  march  upon,"  in  order  to  cheat 
and    injure,    in    the    handfomeft    and    moft   refpeftful 

manner  offered  to  vote  as  I  fhould   wi(h  them.- 

I  can  appeal  to  them,  that  with  proper  acknowledgments 
for  fuch  civility,  I  only  told  them  for  whom  I  fhould 
vote,  but  defired  that  might  not  put  them  under  any 
reftraint:  as  I  did  not,  nor  ever  will  attempt  to  in- 
fluence thofe  fuffrages,  which  ought  to  be  perfeftly  free 
and  unbiaffed. — — 


You 
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You  fay  ^«  I  fomewhere  hint  at  my  declining  age." 
This  is  another  of  thofe  wanton  falfities  which  crowd 
this  performance.     I  defy  you  to  point  out  where  thofe 

hints  are  to  be  found. Though  I  am  affliSed  with 

heavy  infirmiiiesj  the  fevere  relics  of  a  long  and  painful 
vifitation,  which  render  life  in  many  refpecls  un- 
comfortable, but  do  not  lend  to  fhorien  it;  yet  the 
ftrong  and  happy  conftitution  heaven  bleil  me  with,  and 
I  hope  I  may  add,  the  confequences  of  a  life  in  no 
flight  degree  regular,  temperate,  fedentary,  and  ab- 
ftemious,  after  fupporting  me  through  dreadful  fufferings, 
Jiave  left  me  (I  thank  God!j  in  poifeffion  of  a  ftate  of 
health  unufual'y  and  almoft  uninterruptedly  good.— — 
Under  fuch  circumftances,  if,  though  upwards  of  fifty, 
I  could  utter  a  hint  of  repining  or  complaint;  it  would 
fhew  a  degree  of  ingratitude  towards  that  Providence  I 
adore  with  humble  reverence,    which  I  can  truly  fay 

I   am  incapable  of. The  falfhood  of  charging  me 

with  it,    was  referved  for  Mr.  George  Maxwell. 

This  falfe  infinuation  is  followed  by  a  miferable  mefs  of 
SECOND  HAND  morality;  which  as  it  was  not  written 
hy  you,  nor  can  be  tortured  into  the  mod  diftant  appli* 
cation  to  me,  I  need  take  no  further  notice  of. 

You  appeal  to  your  friend  in  embrio,  'fquire  blank,  diat 
you  hsivc  Jiaggered  my  fa61s:  you  do  not  venture  to  fay 

you  have  confuted  them. 1  appeal  to  the  good  fenfe 

of  the  impartial,  if  you  have  even  daggered  one  of 
thofe  fafts,  unlefs  your  old  habit  of  fubftituting  falfhood 
in  their  place  may  be  called  fo? — — 


Having 
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Having  now  laboured  through  all  the  dull  heavy 
flupidity  of  the  cbntexr,  I  will  return  to  the  light  frothy 
wit  of  the  title  page. 

It  feems,  about  three  years  ago,  a  ferious  letter,  with 
ia  ludicrous  fignature,  was  addrcffed  to  a  neighbouring 

gentleman. Without  the  flighteft  particle  of  proof, 

without  the  remoteft  reafon,  you  are  pleafed  to  fuppofe 
me  the  author  of  the  letter;  merely  that  you  may 
exercife  the  ufual  brilliancy  of  your  wit,  in  adapting  the 
fignature  as  a  nick-name. — —I  will  only  fay,  as  I  hava 
it  from  the  beft  authority,  that  the  gentleman  to  whom  it 
was  addreffed,  does  not  confider  me  as  the  author,  I  have 
hothing  to  do  with  your  impudence,  infolence,  and 
impertinence  about  it. 

Whatever  demerit  may  attach  to  the  author  of  thai 
letter,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  about  your  wanton 
cruelty  to  the  gentleman  it  was  addreil'ed  to,  in  thus 
reviving  the  remembrance  of  it,  at  this  unlucky  tinrd, 
after  three  years  of  oblivion  had  kindly  fhrouded  it  from 

obfervation. It  was  fliewn  to  me  at  Spalding  fobn 

after  its  publication;  I  recolleCl  the  contents  were  fudi 
as  that  gentleman  and  his  friends  would  furely  wifh  to  be 
forgotten  ;  at  leaft,  not  to  be  revived  at  this  unfortunate 

moment. No  man,  therefore  (except  yourfelf  j  has  fo 

itiuch  caufe  to  be  angry  with  you,  as  that  gentlerfian,  for 
thus  wantonly  raking  Up  from  its  alhes  the  remembrance 
of  that  letter,  at  a  time  which  unhappily  forces  it  upon 
the  recollection  of  its  readers,  not  only  4s  a  prophecy, 
but  alfo  as  a  prophecy  literally  fulfilled.— — Such  is  the 

fort 
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fort  of  kindnefs  which  that  gentleman  has  met  with,  and 
which  the  reft  of  a  *^  a  numerous  tenantry  "  expeft, 
from  the  tender,  accomodating,  merciful,  and  com- 
paffionate  man,  who,  with  farcical  pompofity,  writes  him- 

fclf    **    AGENT    TO    THEIR     LANDLORD." ^ 

Before  I  conclude,  I  mufl:  again  fay,  that,  though  I 
will  reply  to  whatever  you  plcafe  to  addrefs  to  me  by 
my  name,  and  fign  with  your  own;  I  do  not  intend  to 

notice  any  more  of  your  anonymous   nonfenfe. It 

therefore  depends  upon  circumftances  whether  I  fhall 
addrefs  you  again  before  I,publifh  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Fleet  Inclofure  and  South  Holland  Drainage.  A  hiftory 
that  I  think  will  not  leave  a  doubt  how  far  you  merit  the 
titles  you  wifli  to  be  diftinguifhed  by,  of  the  greateft 
furveyor.;  the  ableft  engineer;  the  moft  accurate  cal- 
culator; and  the  moft  diligent  Commiffioner  irj 
England ! ^ 

If,  in  the  interim,  I  fhoUld  have  occafion  to  pay  my 
refpeQs  to  you;  I  may  probably,  by  way  of  harbinger 
to  that  hiftory,  treat  "  the  public  in  general,  and  your 
^«  numerous  friends  in  particular,**  with  fome  curious 
anecdotes  on  the  following  fubje£ls,  viz. — The  Wandon, 

Eaton-Soconj     and     Barrington     Inclofures. The 

Catworth  Inclofure. The  Norrifian  Pur  chafe  in  that 

parifh. — -^Mr.  N — v — le  T — 1 — f~n's  *  public  con- 
/  verfation 

*  This  gentleman,  at  a  public  meeting,  honored  Mr.  Maxwell 
with  feveral  expreflive' appellations,-  fujl    as   polite,  and   even 
more  pointed  and  appropriate,   than  thofe  in  which  Mr.   M.  is 
himfeif  a  wholejak  dealer^ Mr.  M's.  ufual  rage  on  luch  oc- 
cafion? 
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verfatian  v,^ith   you  on   that   occafion. Your  con-^ 

defcending  polileners  in  confequence.  Sec,  Sec.  Sec. 


Thefe  hints  v/ill  require    no  explaining  to  you. 

There  is  fomething  within>  that  will  tell  you  more  than 

SEVEN     WATCHMEN     ON     A     TOWER  ! 


I  am,  &c. 


JAMES  ASHLEY. 


FLEET  RECTOPvY, 
Se^ternbcr  ike  lOihy   17070 

»^2i' J:2ir  was  in  this  cafe  of  very  fhort  duration  ;  and  was  prefentlv 

^iucceeded    by    io    meek    and    chriilian-like    a   i'pirit,    that    he 

f quickly  offered    Mr,  T.   the  hand  of  peace  and  reconciliation] 

'' WHY  ? rNot    becaufc     Mr.  T,     either      recanted,      or 

apologized. But  for  a  much   better  reafon;   becaufe,   being 

called  upon  to  explain,  he  inftantly  complied :  and  moft 
jiatisfactorily  (hewed,  that  Mr.  M.  was  fully  entitled  to  all  the; 
'  diiiinftions-be  had  honored  him  with* 


r 


